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Outbuildings (describe) barn turned garage
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Other features Tower off front ; wrap-aro und
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7. Original owner (if known) 'Jo 'l'1 L-. I u0rrl (S

• Original use

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Barn: Pediment gable, dentil molding continued across gable return, wide cornice
boards; — - Stained glass window, on south side.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

On September 27, 1889 the Lexington Minute-man reported:

Mr. J. L. Norris, to whom is due the credit of the healthy growth in the population on the hill just off of
Bloomfield street, is now erecting a residence for his own and family's occupancy. It is to be finely located on
the corner of Bloomfield and Main streets.

John L. Norris (1839-1919) was the developer and contractor responsible for much of the building activity in the
Bloomfield Street area in the 1 880s. Norris, who had previously built the Norris Block at the Center and a group of
cottages on Hancock Avenue, initially lived in the house at 1430 Massachusetts Avenue (corner of Bloomfield Street)
before building this new Queen Anne-style house at 1404 Massachusetts Avenue in the late 1880s. His brother George
built the house at 39 Highland Avenue in 1888. John L. Norris was also a trustee of the Lexington Savings Bank. He
lived here until his death in 1919.
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